
 

 1 

15th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Thursday, June 10, 2021 * Oakwoods Country Club  

 Format Captain’s Choice 
 Play as Individual or Team 
 Sponsor a Hole 
 Dinner at End of Play 

 Hole In One on Hole 18 wins $10,000 
 Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place + Drawing 

Signup by Friday, June 4th. 
See page 3 for more information. 

Sponsored by Wilkesboro United Methodist Men. 

FROM OUR PASTOR 
I nervously grasped my three-year-old 
daughter’s hand as I waited for the usher 
to approach our pew and release us to 

move toward the altar where we would kneel to re-
ceive Communion. We had not attended this church 
long and I had no idea what the protocol was for a 
three-year-old receiving Communion. Would she be 
allowed to receive? Would she be overlooked? Would 
she even care?  

She followed me to the altar rail and knelt adorably 
beside me, watching the minister with curiosity and 
excitement. I decided to let the minister make the call, 
if he offered her the bread and juice, I would assume it 
was okay for her to take it. But then I worried, should 
she receive if she was too young to understand what it 
meant and how special it was? I had no time to con-
template the answer as the minister was now leaning 
over and placing a tiny piece of bread in her hand and 
setting a small cup of juice on the altar rail in front of 
her. I took my eyes off of her for a moment while I re-
ceived the body and blood but quickly sensed her 
movement and heard a few giggles from some of the 
adults behind me. I looked down and saw my beautiful 
daughter with her head thrown back, the small juice 
cup turned upside down above her and her tongue 
stuck out, probing the last few drops of juice out of the 
cup with great passion.  

At first, I was a little embarrassed that she was “doing 
it wrong,” but then the Holy Spirit nudged me to look 
again. On second glance, I realized that she might be 
the only one in the building doing it right. Shouldn’t 
we all approach the table with the hunger and thirst 
that would make us to gobble down the bread and 
grasp for every last drop of the juice? Shouldn’t we all 
come with that much passion and anticipation and ex-
citement?  

As both my girls grew into their faith, I watched more 
beautiful communion moments, as well as other mo-
ments as they learned to serve as acolytes, soloists, 
perform dramas, stick-team performances, go on mis-
sion teams, and participate in the full life of the 
church. I saw the many ways that God provided for 
them and called them to provide for others. Then, like 
many devoted youth, my girls went to college and 
stopped attending church. They followed the same 
path I had taken when I went away to college and de-
cided to explore life outside of the congregation that 
had shaped my faith for my whole life.  

I knew that my college campus offered many options 
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for student ministry, yet I never felt like I needed to 
join any of them. My church had taught me to love my 
church, but they had not prepared me to love belong-
ing to all God’s people and so when I wasn’t near my 
church, I didn’t see the need to be near any other 
body of faith. Obviously, I eventually found my way 
back to church and I trust that my girls will as well. But 
I can’t help but wonder how different it would have 
been had I known the power of campus ministry and if 
I had encouraged my daughters to seek out the com-
panionship of those faith communities on their college 
campuses.  

One of the greatest gifts we can give our graduating 
seniors is the encouragement to love, not just their 
church, but the whole beautiful spectrum of God’s 
precious people. We want to encourage all those who 
are going off to college in the fall to seek out the cam-
pus ministry options and find a faith community in 
which they can find acceptance, encouragement, and 
a sharing in God’s love. We want to invite you to 
spread the word. 

On the afternoon of May 23, 
2021, Wilkesboro UMC and The 
Foundation Church are co-
sponsoring a Graduating Senior 
Student and Family Picnic here 

on the grounds of Wilkesboro UMC. We will have mu-
sic, food, and special guests who will share their sto-
ries of how Campus Ministry has been a vital part of 
their college experience. We hope it will give students 
a chance to meet other students from Wilkes County 
who will be attending the same college and give them 
information on the various student ministries offered 
on their campus.  

We will have more information coming soon but for 
now you can spread the word to any family with a 
graduating senior and help us to encourage them to 
keep their faith journey strong as they venture into a 
new phase of life.  
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all funds giving report 

03/29  $   7,646.00 

04/04           $   5,286.25 

04/11  $   9,896.78 

04/18  $   4,414.00 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on our website  

(via the Newsletter link). 

Pastor: Karen Roberts 
karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 
dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Music Ministry: Jim Brooks 
jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Secretary: Regina Koons 
wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 
treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Our Treasurer will be out of 
the office recovering from 
knee replacement surgery   

for the next several weeks. Ray Rich will 
be covering all Treasurer needs, so if  
you need anything please contact him. 

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 

 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 
Wilkesboro NC 28697 

 Giving Online via our church 
website on the homepage. 

SEWING BEE 
Celebrate! As of April 25th, the Sewing Bee group reached LuoPad 
#10,000!  Remember we only started that project March 2019!  

We have packed and shipped our 3 barrels to the two Ghana desti-
nations. They were filled with dresses, shorts, bookbags, LuoPads, masks, 
eye glasses, and a wide variety of school supplies. Thanks to all the volun-
teers who made all the clothes and also to those who made financial do-
nations to help with the costs.  

We have 3 NEW distribution locations! We are waiting to go into full pro-
duction mode as soon as we have specific information on the requests. 

1. May 16th, we are sending LuoPad kits, individual LuoPads, and masks 
to Kenya.  

2. In July, we are sending something to the Flathead Indian Reservation 
in Pablo, Montana.  

3. And then this Fall, we will be sending something to Ukraine.  

HAND IN HAND MINISTRY 
Dear Prayer Partners and friends of Hand In Hand: This ministry 
has been sharing our love with Moravian Falls Elementary faculty 
and students this year in many creative ways because of you!  

Our Easter treats were a hit!  Thank you notes for our cookies and baskets 
are posted in the Newsletter insert in the Amen Corner.   

Staff Appreciation Week begins May 3rd.  Hand In Hand will purchase lo-
cal restaurant gift cards for each staff member (48) at $20 each.  If you 
can help support this, please indicate “Teacher Appreciation” on your do-
nation to WUMC.   

During this time of appreciation, I want you to know that you are so ap-
preciated by me! Your dedication and help to this ministry keeps me moti-
vated.  God bless you for ALL you do in SO many ways!   

MFES will have the annual Beach Day Ice Cream party as their end of year 
treat!  Thank you Wilkesboro UMM for supplying funds for the ice cream! 

That wraps up our mixed up calendar year -- that has actually turned out 
quite wonderful for a school year of tremendous concern.  Hand In Hand 
Ministry was there for them and they are ever so thankful!!!!!  

With Humble Appreciation! Jane Joines 

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY 
Keenagers, let’s do lunch! Beginning May 11th, bring your 
own lunch at 11:30am on the second Tuesday each month 
to the church picnic shelter for fellowship!  

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
Have you ever…Today (Sunday), I attended church and 
chose to sit in my car.  I made this choice because physi-
cally I was unsure how my walking and balance would be 
as I am really struggling with these issues.  I feared I 

would lose my balance and stumble or fall and I certainly did not want to 
be a hindrance or a concern for my Church family.  I love my Church family 
and I know that anyone would have helped me but like most people I hate 
drawing attention to myself. 

While sitting in my car, I watched the camaraderie, elbow bumping and 
laughter of all who was preparing for worship.  I sat quietly and began 
feeling very much like I was on the outside looking in and in reality I was 
but it was of my choosing.  This experience struck a chord with me.  Most 
of us have felt that way at some time or another.  Gratefully, it doesn’t  

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
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MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
The United Methodist Men met April 6th, 2021, in accordance 
with CDC guidelines and safe practices.  With loving hearts we 
enjoyed congregating as a group and resuming the good works 

we strive for. The Men voted and approved a plaque to be put in the church 
kitchen in memory of David Taylor. What a great opportunity to honor such a 
memorable individual.  Church grounds maintenance continues with gutter 
cleanout and tree maintenance to keep the property looking good and per-
forming well.  Would you like to be part of something bigger?  Do you want to 
make a difference?  Do you have ideas how to help and support our communi-
ty?  Join the Men's monthly meeting, the first Tuesday each month, outdoors 
on church property at 6pm. Any and all are welcome and we look forward to 
seeing you there. Be safe, be healthy, be happy and wash your hands. 

15th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
The Wayburn Clonch Memorial Golf Tournament is held annually on 
the 2nd Thursday in June in memory of Wayburn Clonch. He was a 
member of Wilkesboro United Methodist Church, longtime member 
of Oakwoods Country Club, a veteran of Lowe's Companies Inc. and 

a successful businessman who owned and operated The Candy Company in 
North Wilkesboro.  The Clonch family has been instrumental in helping our 
annual golf benefit be so successful.   

This year's honoree is Troy Harmon, who moved to Wilkes in the 1960's, also a 
retiree after thirty years at Lowe's Companies Inc., as well as having served on 
and has been a chairperson of almost every committee in our church.   

To play $75, sponsor a hole $100, play and sponsor a hole $175, or make a 
charitable donation, please complete and mail Name, Mailing Address, Phone 
number and any names of others you wish to play with no later than June 4th, 
to: Russell Golds, 150 Raven Pinoak, Wilkesboro, NC 28697. Please make 
checks payable directly to "WUMC Men".   

Invite others to join you! Brochures available in PDF format. For more infor-
mation contact: Mike Cooper (336-262-6970), Russell Golds (336-973-4941) or  
Robert Rizoti (336-262-4260). 

SEEKING ORGANIST 
The Staff Parish Rela-
tions Committee is seek-
ing an organist/pianist 
to play for our Sunday 

morning worship, other special 
services, and to accompany the 
choir.   

If anyone is interested or knows 
someone who may be interest-
ed, please mail a résumé with 
cover letter and three refer-
ences to Wilkesboro UMC, 
attention SPRC Chairperson, or 
WUMCadmin@wilkes.net. 

LAY SERVANT AWARD  
PRESENTED 
Gathering in-
person has 
allowed us to 

catch up on a special recogni-
tion as Arnold Lakey, Lay Lead-
er, and Pastor Karen presented 
Hal Wilson with the 2020 Lay 
Servant of the Year on Sunday, 
April 18th. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW continued 
last long or our situation changes and it gets better.  However, have you ever 
thought about the people that this is their life day after day?  I can’t and  
truthfully wouldn’t want to. I began thinking about the families that are helped 
because United Methodist Women care.  What a privilege and honor we have because we are doing our part to 
make a difference for others.  UMW works here at home, in our state, country and all over the world.  We may 
never go to these places but our prayers and monetary gifts can and does.  We do food drives to help feed the 
homeless, we collect school supplies for children, diapers and clothing for babies, teach adults job skills, and eve-
ryday necessities of life and the list goes on and on. 

When I began this article, this is not where I saw it going.  Giving and money was not going to be a part of it.  But 
as I typed I guess God took over.  It is with our love and giving that we can bring people from the outside looking 
in to being a part of the love, laughter and elbow bumping.  After a year of living in a pandemic, we have all tast-
ed some of those feelings of isolation and loneliness.  I encourage you to reach out to others and let others reach 
into you. 

Many thanks to all of you who continue to give of your time and/or money when you are already giving to other 
important causes—knowing women and children are depending on us and our giving spirit.  Donations can be 
made to UMW of Wilkesboro UMC to help in our [community and global] efforts.   

And Women, if you have gotten behind in your pledges you can give them directly to Francoise Hughes or Jan 
Taylor, or drop off in the church office or put in the UMW mailbox by the church office door.   

There are lots of upcoming UMW events, I hope to see you there: 

HONDURAS  
MISSION  
Trip rescheduled 

to: May 22—June 3, 2022 
Financial gifts to WUMC-memo 
“Honduras” welcomed. 
Thanks to all for your support! 

 Wilkesboro UMW meeting—Tuesday, May 4               
@ 6:30pm, WUMC Picnic Shelter 
 Conference Spiritual Growth Renewal—June 18 & 19  

virtual 

 Conference Mission U—July 15 thru 18, virtual 
 District Annual Celebration—Saturday, August 21 @ 

2pm, Zoom 
 Conference Annual Celebration—September 11 & 12  
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
 10:00am Worship, Outdoors & Facebook 
 10:45am Sunday School, Outdoors & Zoom 
Wednesdays 
  6:30pm Bible Study via Zoom 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  
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return services requested 

MAY 2021 
2 Sun 10:00a Worship  

  10:45a Sunday School 
5 Wed 6:30p Bible Study, p. 4 
9 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
12 Wed  6:30p Bible Study, p. 4 
16 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
  6:00p Administrative Council 

19 Wed 6:30p Bible Study, p. 4 
23 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
  TBA Graduating Student & Family Picnic, p. 1 

26 Wed 6:30p Bible Study, p. 4 
30 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
31 Mon   Memorial Day—Church Office Closed 

ENCLOSED INSERT 
May Celebrations , Amen Corner & Prayer Concerns 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY  
Five-week study by Adam Hamilton called Half Truths 
begins May 5th at 6:30pm via Zoom. 

1) Everything happens for a reason.  

2) God helps those who help themselves.  

3) God won’t give you more than you can handle.  

4) God said it, I believe it, that settles it.  

5) Love the sinner, hate the sin.  

All true? Not so fast. We’ve heard these phrases all of 
our lives, but in Adam Hamilton’s new book, Half 
Truths, you’ll learn that although they capture some 
element of truth, when compared to the wisdom 
found in Scripture, they’re really just popular sayings.  

If you wish to purchase a book it is $10 or if 
you wish you can read the book and then turn 
the book back in for others to use. It is not 
necessary to purchase a book to participate.  
The books are available in the church office. 

The direct meeting link or the specific phone number 
to participate is shared via email/mail each week. 

STAY CONNECTED 

Updates and communication are  
provided via Letters from Our Pastor 
on www.WilkesboroUMC.com + mail,  
email “Updates”, and occasional 
phone tree messages as needed to 
help each other Stay Connected!  

Contact the church office if you need help connecting :) 

reach out: By phone, by postal mail, by email—reach out 
sharing expressions of love, encouragement, and prayers. 
Simply let someone know you are thinking of them.      
Contact the church office for addresses and/or phone 
numbers for church family if needed. 

sunday school—immediately follows worship:         
Join Jan Taylor and friends for class via Zoom.  The direct 
meeting link or the specific phone number to participate is 
shared via email/mail each week. 

sunday worship @ 10am:  Wilkesboro UMC began in-
person outdoor worship Easter Sunday.  Worship by 
livestream will continue on the church’s Facebook page. 
The video of worship service will be available on the 
church’s YouTube channel later. 

wednesday night bible study @ 6:30pm: Join Pastor  
Karen and friends via Zoom.  The direct meeting link or the 
specific phone number to participate is shared via email/
mail each week. 

NOTE for all in-person meetings: 
~ WUMC will adhere to current safety guidelines as    

issued by the CDC and State of N.C. 

~ In the case of rain, the event will be available via 
Livestream or Zoom only. 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected

